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Our Mission
We nurture and educate children and
their families through a professional
staff dedicated to enhancing each
child’s potential with creative, quality
programs.

Because children deserve our best
efforts . . .

We serve children of all levels
of ability, including children
with disabilities.

We celebrate diversity in all our
programs.

We recognize the family as the
best teacher and decision
maker for their children.

We embrace the community as
our partner in serving children.

Our Shared
Values
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Children’s Center
Staff

We embrace
the
community

as our partner in
serving children. For
the past 25 years, this
sentence from the
Children’s Center’s
shared values has

Collaborating for kids

Remarks from Amy

The Children’s
Center is all
about hope.

As you look
through this annual
report, you will find
a lot of numbers,
and they are
important. Numbers
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The Children’s Center is a private, non-profit organization.
Donations are tax deductible.

hold the Center accountable to the
public, funders, and families. The
Center takes accountability seriously.
Numbers are important, but numbers
will never tell the whole story.

reflected our collaboration with other
agencies, local groups, and civic
organizations. This year, partnering with
the community has moved to new
heights as staff and Board members
have been involved with Smart
Beginnings Hampton Roads and Smart
Beginnings Western Tidewater.

What  have we gained in the
process? We have learned the power of
using data to make informed decisions.
Reading the numbers, we realized that

there are about 1,400 children living in
poverty in Western Tidewater. We serve
about 10 percent of those in Early Head
Start. When an opportunity came to
expand those numbers, we jumped at
the chance. Our hope is to serve more
children during the next year. We’ll be
letting you know how that is going!

By partnering together, our
individual efforts have a greater impact.
What’s the big deal? Research shows
that children develop 85 percent of their
brains before they are three years old.
The first three years of life are crictical
to their development. If we want to
support children and families — and
our community — we can’t afford to
wait!

Barbara Mease
Executive Director

Barbara Mease was awarded the J. Paul Councill, Jr. 2008 Community Service Award by
Paul D. Camp Community College to honor her work on behalf of children in Western Tidewater.

I encourage you to spend some time
with the children and families featured
in this year’s report. These families give
us hope for our quality programs and
caring staff.

All of this great work is made
possible by donors, volunteers, and
people like you who care about the
welfare of others. Will you share our
hope?

Amy Britt
President, Board of Directors



Revenue and Expenditures

Program Statistics

Early Intervention

Pediatric Therapy

Texie Camp Marks

Suffolk Center

Early Head Start

Total Participating

Total Actual Children
(non-duplicated)

Total City of
Suffolk

City of
Franklin

Isle of Wight
County

Southampton
County Other

192 124 21 27 20 0

421 269 56 40 19

167

173

233

1,186

852

5

158

89

645

93

1

81

252

4

2

37

107

57

1

26

144

8

11

0
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Revenue by Source

Expenditures by Program

Federal Funds 56% Fees 29%

Gifts 15%

Early Head Start 47%

Early Intervention 17%

Suffolk Child Care 12%

Texie Camp Marks
Childcare 14%

Pediatric Therapy 10%

Early Head Start
statistics

Revenues
Source Budget %
EHS Federal Funds $1,359,592 79
In-Kind Contributions $   307,693 18
USDA $     28,000   2
United Way $     26,960   1
Local Tax $       5,245   0
TOTAL $1,727,490

Expenses
Source Budget %
Salaries $   939,316 54
Fringe $   134,180   8
Supplies $   106,888   6
Travel $       6,500   1
Other $   540,606 31
TOTAL $1,727,490

Audit Results
The auditors’ report expressed an unqualified

opinion on the financial statements of the
Children’s Center for the fiscal year 2008-2009.
The auditors’ report on compliance for the Early
Head Start program for the Children’s Center
expressed an unqualified opinion.

Parent Involvement
Eighty percent (160 of 198) of families served

by Early Head Start participated in education
activities designed to develop knowledge and
skills that encourage self-sufficiency and improve
interaction with children.

Kindergarten preparation
Families in the Children’s Center Early Head

Start program participate in the Raising A Reader
(RAR) program. RAR provides books on a
rotating basis and encourages parents to share
books with their children.

The Children’s Center uses Creative Curricu-
lum in all of its Early Head Start classrooms.
Creative Curriculum is a comprehensive curricu-
lum with a clear organizational structure and a
particular focus on interest areas.

The Children’s Center Early Head Start
program assures that all children have required
immunizations, social security cards, birth
certificates, primary care physicians, and health
insurance before they leave the program.

2008-2009 Budget – $3,348,789
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Savannah Davis, diagnosed with severe cerebral palsey, has
made significant gains in the Children’s Center Early Head Start
and Early Intervention programs. Also pictured is Renae Davis,
Savannah’s grandmother.

Savannah is more vocal and alert

Savannah Davis, age 2 from
Smithfield, has been
receiving Early Head Start

and Early Intervention services
from the Smithfield Children’s
Center, and has seen marked
improvement. Savannah has been
diagnosed with severe cerebral
palsy.

Savannah has received case
management from Darlene
Dillard, speech therapy from
Margaret Bachman, and
occupational therapy from Tracy
Pouncie-Jagessar. Savannah also
spends two days a week in an
Early Head Start classroom.

Renae Davis, Savannah’s
grandmother, said she has seen
Savannah blossom.

“She is more vocal now that
she is with other kids. She is
more alert and looks around
more. She loves the other kids
and they are good to her,” Renae
said. “It’s cute the way they
interact with her. The teachers
have been integrating her into the
classroom setting.”

Darlene Dillard, service
coordinator for the Children’s

Center, said she
has also seen
Savannah make
dramatic
improvement
since her initial
evaluation in
March. A team
effort has helped
Savannah control
her mouth and
move around
better. The Center
has even helped
with the little
things, like
crying.

“Two weeks
after her first
home visit and
Savannah was
able to pull
herself up,”
Darlene said.
“When I first
started working with the family,
she fussed and cried. All she
wanted was Grandma. I made
some suggestions about keeping
her cuddled and secure and things
got better.”

Renae said she has hopes for
her granddaughter.

“I hope one day she will be
able to eat like other children and
maybe she can walk with the
assistance of a walker,” she said.

Shameika Young of Franklin
and her children, Kameile
and Jada, have enriched our

lives at the Children’s Center’s
Early Head Start program. The
program provided early childhood
education for Jada while her mom
went back to school to become a
licensed practical nurse.

“Jada had great teachers who
let me know it was alright for me
to go back to school. My school

Family benefits from Early Head Start

Jada and Kameile Carrington

time was the exact same time that
she was here in the program,”
Shameika said. “I always wanted
to go back to school and become
a nurse.”

Kameile, 4, went through the
EHS program and is now a
student in the Bright Starts
program in Franklin.

“Before the Children’s Center,
Kameile was a shy student. Now
she talks and she’s bright. She

was picked for student of the
month in her Bright Starts class,”
Shameika said. “She has grown
with the other kids.”



The Diefenbacher’s (l-r) — Isabelle, Jackson, and Addison, have
all received Early Intervention services from the Children’s
Center. Also pictured is mom Jamie.

The Diefenbacher’s follow this routine everyday for their
children.

“She blows my mind on
how she keeps up with
all the doctors appoint-
ment, medications,
therapy appointments,
maintains her home, and
deals with everyday
events. She always
seems to remain calm,
cool, and collected.”

        — Darlene Dillard

“Superfamily” gets help from Early Intervention

The Diefenbacher’s of
Carrolton are truly a
“superfamily”. Jamie and

John Diefenbacher have three
young children who need
constant medical attention, and
the Children’s Center’s Early
Intervention and Early Head Start
programs have helped the
Diefenbacher’s receive the
services they need.

Jamie and John’s children,
Isabelle, Addison, and Jackson,
have all received services from
the EI program. All have been
diagnosed with a rare metabolic
disorder, which requires a
rigorous schedule of medications
and doctors appointments. All of
the children also need other
health services.

At eight months, Isabelle, who
is now three and is no longer in
the EI program, received physical
and speech therapy, and was also
in the Early Head Start program.
Addison is receiving occupational
therapy from Tracy Pouncie-
Jagessar for a sensory processing

delay. Jackson
receives speech
therapy and
feeding therapy
from Margaret
Bachman.

All of the
children have
made great
progress.

“The therapy
has definitely
helped them.
We’re definitely
seeing
improvement,”
Jamie said.
“They have been
great trying to
work around my
schedule and
coming here.”

Annette Whitfield, an Early
Head Start family advocate that
makes home visits, came to serve
the family while Isabelle was in
the EHS program.

“Isabelle still talks about Miss
Annette,” Jamie said.

Darlene Dillard, a service
coordinator for the
Children’s Center,
said she is in awe of
Jamie as she keeps
up the families’
hectic schedule.

“She blows my
mind on how she
keeps up with all the
doctors
appointments,
medications, therapy
appointments,
maintains her home,
and deals with

everyday events,” Darlene said.
“She always seems calm, cool,
and collected even though there
are three children and under 4
years of age pulling her in every
direction and all having unique
abilities and disabilities.”



In honor and memory Many of our friends offer the Children’s
Center gifts made in honor or in memory of
someone special. Those being honored or
remembered are printed in bold italicized
print followed by the donors’ names. These
tributes were given between July 1, 2008 and
June 30, 2009.

In Memory

William Davis Austin
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Gordon Eugene Barlow, Jr.

Jack & Hannah Bain
William, Amy, Kathryn & Everett Britt
Charles & Mary Kathryn Horner

Kyle Jefferson Barlow
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Barlow

Irma Vaughan Beale
Maggie L. Vaughan

Janice Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald M. Brown

Holland Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Fowler

Mr. R. C. Councill III
Ann Britt

Dorothy D. Cotton
Carole & Harvey Darden

Edward Crenshaw
Marguerite Cutchins

Mr. & Mrs. J.E. Crenshaw
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Sarah DeWitt

Margaret Crenshaw
Marguerite Cutchins

Charles Cutchins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Marguerite Cutchins
Mike & Boo Van Straten

J.W. Cutchins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Marguerite Cutchins
Mike & Boo Van Straten

Zachary C. Cutchins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Marguerite Cutchins
Mike & Boo Van Straten

Sara V. Darden
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Maggie L. Vaughan

Thomas I. Darden
Dick & Sarah Grizzard
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Barbara C. Vaughan
Maggie L. Vaughan

Hazel Daughtrey
Ronald & Ella Daughtrey

Jasper Daughtrey
Ronald & Ella Daughtrey

Linwood Daye
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins

Linda J. Drake
Jimmie & Vickie O’Berry

Stacey Ashley Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Fowler

Lynn D. Francis
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Belcher
Popcorn & Peggy Darden

Gregory Bryant Gillette
Mr. & Mrs. George Burgess, Jr.
Owen and Ann Gillette

Rose Goodman
Amy & William Britt

Lewis Holland
Mary Lee Holland

Marshall & Lee Hubbard
Mark Hubbard

Ora Wyatt Jernigan
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Belcher

Barbara Jones
Mary Lee Holland

Milo W. & Jean S. Jones
Susan Elise Morton

Texie Camp Marks
James B. Loftin

Thelma McMurtrey
Holland Woman’s Club

Howard Mease
Virginia Mease

Benjamin A. Munford
Nettie Boyce

Steve Rawlings
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
James S. Reilly

Captain & Mrs. J.D. Reilly
Casey Rich

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Rabil
Virginia Stephenson

Shirley P. Drake
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Swientoniewski

Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &
Lindsay Cutchins

Charleton W. Sykes
Beverly Briggs & Nancy Strachan

Reba Thorpe
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Maggie L. Vaughan

Bobby Lee Trump, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald M. Brown

Jesse F. Vaughan
Maggie L. Vaughan

Miss Maggie L. Vaughan’s Family
Maggie L. Vaughan

Miss Maggie L. Vaughan’s Parents
Maggie L. Vaughan

Temperance Vaughan
Maggie L. Vaughan

Nancy Rawls Watson
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Habel

Christopher Michael West
Ruth West

Jenny L. Wilkins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Eddie Mae Vaughan Woods

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Maggie L. Vaughan

Steve Wrenn
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Rhodes

See HONOR, page 7

In Honor

Summer Alwood
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Alwood

Connie Burgess
Martha Kello

Mr. Harry Christie
Allene Parker

Richard Crenshaw
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Sarah DeWitt

Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &
Lindsay Cutchins



Honor
continued from page 6

Kelsey & Lindsay Cutchins
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins

Marguerite Cutchins
Karan Hodges
Mike & Boo Van Straten

Margaret J. Gayle
Charles R. Gayle

Owen & Ann Gillette
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Dough

Phillip Gottlieb
Leahmarie Gottlieb

We apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
 Please contact us if your listing does not appear as you wish.

Betty Miller
Karan Hodges

Barbara Mease
Martha Kello
Virginia Mease
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mitchell
Susan Elise Morton

Mrs. Francis A. Parker
Frances S. Marks

Ashton, Sydney & Brendan
Rittenhouse
Bertha & Jackie Pugh

Jack Van Straten
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey &

Lindsay Cutchins
Bruce & Lisa Turner

Popcorn & Peggy Darden
Lynda & Glenn Updike

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Howell
J.D. & Debbie Vann

Popcorn & Peggy Darden

Donors We embrace the community as our partner in
serving children. Donations help make our
programs stronger. The Children’s Center
extends many thanks to the good friends who
have made donations between July 1, 2008
and June 30, 2009.

Elaine Abicht
Danielle Allen
Anonymous
Christy Archer
Michelle Armstrong
Becky Babb
Margaret Bachman
Melani Bailey
Kathie Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Barlow
Mr. & Mrs. James Barnes
Will Beale
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Belcher
Bennett’s Creek Sertoma Club
Mr. & Mrs. David Benton
Shuvonne Berry
Meghan Betz
Fred Bew
Brianna Binns
Mr. & Mrs. William Birdsong
Birdsong Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Earving C. Blythe
Ruth Bouters
Hope L. Boykins
Bronco Federal Credit Union
Dorothy Bryant
Jane Burgess
Carrie S. Camp Foundation
Camp Younts Foundation
Ro Caruso
Charles O. Christian

City of Franklin
City of Suffolk
Diana Clukey
Bunnie Colson
Danette Connel
Courtland Baptist Church
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Cypress Athletic Association
Ann C. Dalton
Cynthia H. Darden
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Darden
Lindalyn, David & Kimm Dentel
Sallie Dunleavy
Jami Durant
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Edwards
Jessica Edwards
Susan Edwards
Chad & Tricia Edwards
Teresa L. Edwards
Kristen Ellis
Dr. & Mrs. W. Frank Falls
Farm Fresh
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip E. Frankfort
Franklin Baptist Church
Franklin Children’s Center

Community Childcare
Franklin Lions Club
Franklin Woman’s Club
Franklin-Southampton Charities
Daniel Fripp
Jane Futrell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gardner
Dr. Edward R. George
Goose Hill Farm
Paul M. Gottlieb
Julie Greene
Mr. & Mrs. John Griggs
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene M. Grizzard
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Gwaltney
Virginia Haley
Melissa Hatfield
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Herbkersman
Lula B. Holland
JoAnn Holloway
Frances B. Holt
James Horton
Betty & James Horton

See DONORS, page 8
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Donors
continued from page 7

The Children’s Center
Board Officers
President Amy Britt

Smithfield

Vice President Raleigh Isaacs
Suffolk

Vice President Brittany Waters
Suffolk

Secretary Kristen Ellis
Suffolk

Treasurer Bob Petty
Franklin

Board Members

Don Robertson
Isle of Wight County

Martha Kello
Southampton County

Dr. Ernest Knight
Franklin

Steve Stewart
Franklin

Helivi Holland
Suffolk

Deborah Goodwyn
Southampton County

Center Locations

700 Campbell Avenue
Franklin, VA 23851

(757) 562-6806

507 Third Avenue
Franklin, VA 23851

(757) 516-2722

300 Executive Court
Suffolk, VA 23434

(757) 538-2523

240 James Street
Smithfield, VA 23430

(757) 356-1004

www.thechildrenscenter.cc

Mr. & Mrs. H.J. Hubbard
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Hudson
Mr. & Mrs. Earl C. Hunt
Hunterdale Ruritan Club
J.L. Camp Foundation
Viola Johnson
Selena Jones
Sarah Leigh Jones
Dr. Patsy Joyner
Kings Fork Ruritan Club
Frank Lickefet
Krystal Marston
Ryan Marston
Stephen & Janet Marston
Jamie McMullen
Thelma McMurtry
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
C. Jason Moore
Newsoms United Methodist Church
John David Nurney III
Wendy R. Ogburn
Matthew Otomicar
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Owen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Owen
Parent Advisory Committee
Allene Parker
Christine Parks
Wanda Pascucci
Fran Perez
Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Phillips
Pilot Club of Suffolk
Piney Grove Baptist Church
Gil Pratt
Prime Media Productions, Inc.
Richard Proctor
QVC, Inc.

Richard Bennett Trust
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Roberts III
Olivia Rose
Ruth Bible Class
Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation
Larry Santure
Shirley Schultz
Bessie Scott
Amy Simms
James M. Smith
Southampton County
Southampton Memorial Hospital
Craig Stallings
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Staniszewski
Children’s Center

Suffolk Community Childcare
Mike Timmons
Trinity United Methodist Church
Mike & Boo Van Straten
Vincents Grove United Methodist Church
Wal-Mart
Earl Warren
Charles Waters
Keller Watts
Mr. & Mrs. Russell West
Angie Whitby
Nancy T. Whitfield
Marjorie Whitley
Y. Wilansky
Esther Wood
Jean C. Worrell
Inez S. Worrell
Sarah Barlow Wright
Eleanor Young
Jeffrey J. Zeigler
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Zurfluh


